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02 APR

07 APR

10 AFPR
11 APR
17 APR
21 APR
2i APR
1 MAY

20 MAY

27 MAY
& JUN
& JUN
14 JUN

18 JUN

21 JUN

14 JUL

record of 425 underway replenishments in one cruise held by

USS CALIENTE (4G 53),

keplenished USS BIUE (UD 74k), 464th underway replenishment,
503rd ship alongside, and last "unrep" of 1966-67 WESTPAC cruise.
heturned to Suble Bay, R.P.I.

Underway for Pearl Harbor, Hawaii,

Chopped" to the First Fleet,

Replenished USS HORNET (GVS 12) and twelve destroyers,
Arrived Pearl Harbor, Hawaili.

First to contribute to Navy Relief during annual drive.
Conducted 1,147 visitors on a thirty minute tour of the ship
during drmed Forces Day Gpen House,

Replenished USS CANBERRA (CAG 2), assisted in evacuation of
Crville Harvington from University of Hawaii research vessel
TERITU off Palmyra Island.

Returned to Pearl Harbor, Hawaiil,

Underway for local opsrations,

Returned to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

Underway for local operations, returned same day.

Underway for rendegvous with USS PLATTE {AQ 24) to take on
FLATTEYs cargo after PLATTE suffered major damage during a
collision,

fleburned to Pearl Harbor, Hawail, after rendezvous with USS
PLATTE (40 24).

Underway for local operations,




17 JUL
20 JUL

25 JUL

i}

« 6 JIJTJ

o

30 JUL

1 AUG

7 AUG
12 AUG
22 AUG

5 S5BEP

20 SEP

22 SEP

30 SEP

16 00T

Ruptured ong tube in Number Une Boiler dﬁ“
keturned to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii,
Underway for rendezvous with PHIBRON 11.
Number One Hoiler on the line, repairs completed,

deturned to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, after replenishing FHIRRON 11,
Fursuant to EUPERS Orders #023363 of 27 December 1966, Captain
William M. A, Greene, USN, relieved Captéin Howard E. Greer,
USN, as Commanding Officer, USS FONCHATOULA (A0 148).

Underway for local operations,

Returned to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

Underway for local operations, returned following day.

Underway for local operations, anchored in Lahaina Roads, Maui,
Hawaiil, during nights of 5-6 and 6~7 September,

Heturned to Pearl Harbor, Hawali,

Comenced Underway Training conducted by Fleet Training Group,
Pearl Harbor, Hawall,

Collided with USS HISSEM (DER 400) during practice underway
replenishment, damage negligible,

Concluded underway training with the completion of the final
battle problem,

Pre~Deployment Inspection conducted for Commander Service
Squadron Five by USS GENESEE {AQG 8).

Administrative Inspection conducted for Commander Servics
Forces Pacific Fleet by USS GEMNESEE (ACG 8).

Personnel, Upper and Lower Decks Inspection conducted by Chisf
of Staff, COMSERVPAC, completion of Adminisbrative Inspection,

Underway for local operations, returned following day.
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NOV

MOV

NV

NOv

NGV

Nov

NOV

Underwsy for operations with the United fﬁl

enroute to Subic Bay, R.P.I.
iChopped" to Seventh Fleet,
Arrived Subic Bay, R.P.I,.
Underway for operations in the South China Sea,
heplenished USCGC GRESHAM (wHEC 387), first underway replenishment
of 1967-68 WESTPAC cruise,
Replenished U335 DUFONT (DD 941}, first PONCHATOULA replenishment
using probe fuel Fittings.
Replenished USS CCORAL SEA (CVA 43), detected discoloration of
JPub due to micro-biological growth in bottom of three of four
JP~5 tanks,
Returned to Subic Bay, R.P.1.
Underway for operations in the South China Sea after off
loading all JP~5, cleaning tanks, and reloading Jp-5,
Returned to Subic Bay, R.F.I.
Underway for operations in the South China Sea.

heplenished USS RANGER (CVA 61), 93rd underway replenishment
of 1967-68 WESTFAC cruise, last underway replenishment of the
year,
Arrived Hong Kong, B.C.C.

Anchored Hong Kong, B.C.C.




Command History

UPNAV Report 5750-1

PART WO

BASIC NARRATIVE




fo  COMMAND ORGANIZATION AND RELATIONS, i

Ur 1 August 1967, Captain William k. 4, Greene, ESN, reliev

Howard H. Greer, USN, as Commanding Officer of the USS PONCHATCULA (A0 148),
{Annex A)

PONCHATOULA is homeported at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. One of the Navy!'s
largest fleet oilers, the ship is designed for the rapid transfer aof
petroleum products at sea to forces cperating at high speeds and at great
distances from their bases, The ship carries, in addition to her own fuel,
nearly eight million gallons of ship and aviation fuel for delivery to the
fleet. UWhile engaged in operations in the South China Sea, PONCHATCULA
also delivers drums of petroleum products, bottled gasses, mail, movies,
and large quantities of fleet freight.

At the conclusion of 1967, the ship was manned by 14 officers and 292

enlisted men. (Amnex B)
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and much nesded upkeep, the ship got underway for local éﬁz;aégﬁms;ﬁhﬁn .
ZﬁlMay,l ONCHATOULA replenished the USS CANBERRA (CAG 2), assisting in

the evacuation of Orville Harrington from the University of Hawail research
vessel TERITU off Polmyra Island, PONCHATOULA returned with Mrs. Harrington
to Pearl Harbor on 27 May. (Annex E)

PONCHATOULA continued conduching local operations until she again
deployed to WESTPAC on 1 November 1967, On 17 June she took on L6967
barrels of NSFO and 24,186 barrels of JP-5 from the USS PLATTE (A0 24)

‘‘‘‘ ifter PLATTE sufiered major damage during a collision at sea, On 27 July,
after working round the clock for eight days to complete repairs to Number
One Boiler when a tube ruptured in the generating tank damaging 134 other
tubes, [PONCHATOULA replenished the six ships comprising PHIBRON 11,
enabling the amphibious force to contimue on to WESTPAC withoutb stopping
in Pearl Harbor for nseded fuel., (Annex F). COperations 5~7 September
included a visit to Lahaina on kaui, Hawaii,

FONCHATOULA commenced underway training conducted by the Fleet
Training Group, Pearl Harbor, on 11 September., On 20 September the USS

I

(DER 400) collided with PONCHATCULA during a practice underway
replenishment, Damage was negligible., (Annex G) PONCHATOUIA concluded
underway training with a final battle problem on 22 September, (Amnex H)
Juring the 28th, 29th, and 30th of that month, the USS GENESEE (40G &)
conduched a Pr e-Deployment and Administrative Inspection of the ship.
(Annex I)

Cn 1 November 1967 PONCHAT(ULA got underway for the Western Pacific
and operabtions with the United States Seventh Fleet, Arriving in Subie
cday at 1713 on 14 November, the ship received orders(Amnex J) to load

out and get underway within 24 hours, if possible, to take the place of




ﬂ'

the USS NECHES (A0 47) which had just suffered a CTf

it 1702, on 15 November, PONCHATOULA departed Subic
with Naval units off Vietnam, On 19 November, she conducted her first
underway replenishment of the 1967-68 WESTPAC deployment with the USCGC
GRESHAM (WHEC 387), and on 22 November the ship conducted her first re-
plerishment using the new probe fueling fittings with the USS DUPONT (DD 941).

During the 23 November underway replenishment with USS COURAL SEA (CVA 63),
doubt was expressed concerning the acceptability of the JP~5 onboard for
aireraft use, Bobth PONCHATOULA and CORAL 3E4A tested samples of the fuel
independently, and again jointly. Some samples of JP-5 passed the tests
and some did nobt. Nob willing to deliver possibly substandard JpP-5 to tha'
pilots flying over Worth Viebtnam, the ship alerted the Force Commander,
the Fleet Commander and others in the chain of command to a possibly
widespread protlem and returned to Subic Bay to offload the bad fuel,
clean tanks, and reload acceptable JP-5, (Annex K}

The ship meored in Subic Bay on 29 November and again got underway
for operabions in the Tonkin Gulf on 10 December, On 20 December, she
arrived in Subic Bay for a normal three day periocd to reload., PONCHATOULA
again returned to the Gulf of Tonkin and on 27 December refueled the USS
RALGER (OVA 61), her 93rd underway replenishment of the 1967-68 WESTPAC
cruise and her last '"unrep’ of the year,

PONCHATOULA then headed for Hong Kong, B.C.C., arriving on 29 December,

where she remained anchored over the New Year,
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annual Ney Award competitlon within the Service Fq&cﬁw
i 1

In April, PONCHATCULA received a letter of award £ fw
7, L. Jarmey, Cowmander Service Group Three, piaudltlng tne f«ne Sery
OOLCHATCULA tries to provide throughout the year. {Annex N)

d. Hotable Records or "Firsts!

Un 1 nay, the ship received a personal message of appreciation from
Vice ddmiral W. %. Smedberg, Fresident, Navy Relief Society, for being the
fiprst o contribute in the 1967 Drive. (4nnex Q)

Rarlier, during the 1966-67 WESTPAC cruise, PONCHATOULA conducted a
record 464 underway replenishments during one deployment. The old record
of 4,25 was held oy the USS CALIENTE (40 53). Uther noteworthy statistics
included 139 ships alongside in one month, 86 during one peried on the line
and every U. 3. Navy ship in the Gulf of Tornkin in one 24 hour pericd.

(Annex P}




U. 8. 8. PONCHATOULA (AO-1481
FLEET POSY OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORMIA

BOLLB:QL:FdGrgg
5750

;ﬁf&ém%;

| upon removal of Enclesure {1}

e, USS PONCHATOULA (RO 1148)
Operations {OP-0YES)

v of USS PCNCHATOULA (A0 148), 1 January =

1. in compliance with relerence 1} is Forwerded herewith,
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LT

1 JAN &5 AL sea, conducting rouline operations with USS RANGER (CVA A1)

and USS BON HOMME RICHARD {CVA 31},

1L FEB Commenced INSURV Inspection.
18 FEB Completed INSURV Inspection.
18 MAR comrenced shipyard overhaul, Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard,

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
& AFR Entered Drydock, Pearl Harbor Naval Shivvard.
., w» a4

5

PONCHATOULA acts as host ship for the Chilean training sh

[wh
4
i,

- - PRI TRA T O3
PR Y N ‘3‘&.&%”& -

18 MAY Left Lrydeck,
1 JUL Completed first dock trial during overhaul.
18 Ul Completed shipyard overhaul,
5 ALG fre-Deployment Inspection conducted for Commander Service
Sovadron Five by USS ELKHORN (A0G 7).
g AUG Gommenced Underway Training conducted by Fleet Training
Group, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
15 AUG Pursuant to BUPERS Orders #130398, Captain Howard E. GREFR,
USH, relieved Captain Frank N. GUIKN, USH, as Commanding
Officer, USS PONCHATOULA.
27 AUG Concluded underway training with the completion of the
final batile problen.
o SEP Underway for operations with the United States SEVENTH
Fieet. ZEnroute to Subic Bay, R.P.
13 BEF FONOHATUULA comes under the operstiomal control of COMSEVENTHFLT.
14 SEP arpive Subic Bay, R.P.
28 SEP Underway for operations in the Scuth China Sea,

brpive Subic Bayg., R.P.

L H
|
i
!

i




16 OCT Commodore A. T. NICHOLSON,

Commender, Mebile Support Group BRAVO.

22 00T Underway ior operstions in the South China Sea.
25 Q0T Keplenishment of USS ORISKANY (CVA 34), PONCHATOULA's

100th underway replenishment since her deployment in
September.,
Miss Martha Raye and her troupe arrive on board fov

a conesrt and depari the same day.

27 30T Miss Martha Raye and her troupe retwn f{or a second
concert and transporiation io Da Nang.
28 OUT Miss Martha Rave and her troupe depart the ship.
< ROY Arrive Subic Bay, R.D.
L, NOV Underway, enrcute to Manila, H.P. for port visit. Arrive same day.
7ROV Underway for operations in the South China Sea,
2wy Arrive Suble Bay, R.P.
23 Hovw Underway, enroute te Hong Hong, B.C.C.
25 ROV arrive Hong Rong, B.C.C.
26 WOV Cormodore L. GRABOWSKY, USH, arrives on board as
Commander, Underway Replenishment Group Iwoe, relieving
Comacdore &. T, HICHOLSON, USH,
2 OEC Underway for operations in the South China Sea.
5 DEC Raplﬂmishmmt of USS INGERSOL {DD-652), PONCHATCULA's
200th underway replenishment since her deployment in
Seplember.,
14 DEC Arrive Subic Bay, H.P.
15 050 - Commodore L. GRABOWSKY, USN, departs the shi

£ s o i e
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DEC

Underway for operations in the South Chinz Sea,
Enroute to Sasebo, Japan,
Arrive Sasebo, Japan for mid-deploywment upkeep period,

Hoored, Sasebo, Japan.
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Command Organization and Relations.

On 15 August 1968, Capitain Howard E. GHEER, USH, relieved Captain

Frank N. QUINN, USH, as Commanding Officer of the USS PONCHATOULA
3 og

"2’5

(AD 148). ({(For details of the ceremony, consult Anmnex AL)

PCNCHATOULA is homeported at Pearl Har rbor, Hawaii. One of the

#

v

savy's largest Tleet oilers, the ship is designed for the rapid

ooz

transfer of petroleum products at sea to forces operating at high
speeds and at great distances from their bases. The ship carries,
in addition to her own fuel, nearly e ght sillion gallons of ship
and aviation fuel for delivery to the Fleet. While engaged in

operations in the South China Sea, PONCHA TUULA also delivers drums

of petroleum products, botiled gBasses, mall, movies and large

quantities of fleet {reight.

AL the conclusion of 1966, the ship was manned by 14 officers and
30% enlisted men., (For details on the ship's complement, consult

Anmex B, )

Uperations and Activities.

1 Janvary 1966 found PONCHATOULA at sea conductin ng routine operations
with the USS RANGER (CVA 61; and the USS BON HOMME RICHARD {Cva 313,
feturning to Pearl Harbor on the &th of January, the ship engaged in
lccal operations for the next month. Retwsen the 14th and 18th of

February, the ship underwent an INSURY Inspection in preparation for

the upcoming overhaul in March. (For details of the IKSURV Inspection,

consult Annex {.)




The ship was again at sea between the Znd and 7th of March cleaning

Y

tanks prior to entering the shipyard.,

3

ine major shipyard overbaul officia ally commenced on the 18th of

darch at the Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii,

SONCHATOULA entered drydock on the 5th of April,

e square-rigged Chilean Training Ship, ®. E. ESMERALDA, entered

T

0]

arl Harbor on the 25th of April, and PONGHATOULA acted as host~
ers and crew until her departure on April 2%,
Activities included a party aboard ESHORALDA for FONCHATOULA's

"

officers and invited guests from the Kaval Base, a party at the

Makals Ufficerts Club given by PONCHATOULA, and mny unoefficial visiis
B

and tours.

Yacating drydock on May 18, the ship returned to the shipyard piers
for the completion of the overhaul. Dock trials were held on 1 July

and the ship put to sea for the first time on July 13 fer one day of

?«.sw’

loperations and testing. The overhaul officially terminated on
12 duly., (For a summary of engineering overhaul details, consult

Amnex DL

The uSS ELKHORN {A0G 7) conducted a predeployment inspection of
PONCHATOULA for Commander, Service Squadren Five on 5 August. An
overall grade of excellent was assigned. (A copy of the inspection
report is included as Annex £.) On 8 August, the ship camenced

underway training under the auspices of the Flset Training Group,

27 August, PONCHATOULA successfully completed
skt~ Juther A




the final batile problem and concluded underwsy training. An over-

fod

3
A

o

grade of  GUCOD wes assigned. (4 copy of the Fleet Training Group

Report is included as Annex F,)

5

On September 5th, the ship got underway for the Western Pacific

and operations with the United States Seventh Fleetb. Arriving in
Sublc Bay, R.P. on 1% Septeanber, PONCHATOULA loaded deck Cargo, received
final briefings and made last minute preparations for service with

the Seventh Fleet. She departed Subic Bay on 28 September, enroute

Juring the ship's first period of gerations off the coast of Vietnam,

ion gallo G il

oens of Navy Specilal Fuel 0il, 1.9 million gallons of

I’
.

81
15
i3
f wla
L

jet and diesel fuel and 210, 571 gallons of aviation gasoline were
ransferred to 86 Seventh Fleet Ships. This record was accomplished

in 13 days of round-the~clock operations.

A

Returning to Subic Bay on 15 Cctober, the ship loaded cargo and
lerft for line operations on the 22nd, serving as flagship for

Comodare A. T. WICHOLSON, Commander Mobile Suppert Group Bravo,

PONCHATOLLA celebrated the replenishment of her 100th ship during the

deployment on 25 Octeber with the refusling of the USS CRISKANY

":m
u.»

{CVA 34). The following morning, FONCHATUULA witnessed the ORISKAKY
s d =3 gl
Iire frow & distance of atout five miles, but was not called upen to

render assistance,

On the afterncon of 26 October, Miss Martha Raye and her troupe,

w—<

consisting of Luls Gary and Mike Bryan, arrived via helicopter to




entertain the ship's personnel. Miss Raye had time for one en-

ship late that day, but she returned on the Z7th for a second show,
=he spent the night aboard and left PONCHATOULA on the morning of the

28th in the o Hang ares.

B

WCHATOULA returned to Subic Say on 2 November, and after a two day

reriod of loading cargo and other stores, she left far a port visit

4

to Manila, arriving on 4 November. The three days in Manila were

3

speni sightsesing and relaxing. Weighing anchor on the 7th, the ship

was again enroute tc the South China Sea ani further operations in

.

feturning to Subic Bay on 23 Hovember, the shipls record stood a2t 186

3

ships replenished and over 23 wmillion gallons of petrolsum product

i

transferred. PONCHATOULA lceded carge and stores and got underway on
the 43rd, enrcute to Hong Rong, B.0.C., and arrived in Hong Kong
Harbor on November 25 for a seven day visit. The majority of the
time was devoted to tours and shopring, but 24 ship's personnel don-
ated blood to the Hong Kong Chapter of the international Hed Cross,
Juring the wisit, Commodore Leon GRABOWSKY, Commander Underway Re-

o

plenishment Group Two relieved Commodore A, T, NICHOLSON and POHCHATCULA

became his flagship.

The ship returned to the Vietnam area eariy in Decanber, departing
Hong Kong on 2 ecember and refueling ner 200th ship on 5 December,

December 14th through 19th was spent in




L%

» preparing for

Y I vs vy st d o T Al e e i 3 s 5 5,
28d .  Lommodore GRALDGWEREY departed the

*
“

Urerstions off Vietnam were conc

headed for Sasebo, Japan for a

Special Tonics.

H

mid~deployment upkeep period.

another operational four in ke South Chimm

ship during this time,

S

uded on

5,

5 Uecember and the ship

Arriving

CONCHATOULA moored to the repair facility whare she re-

a. Uperational Siatistics:
¥iles Steamed 30,925
Ships Replenished 289
NEFU Transferrad 27,130,908 gallions
+P=% Transferred 7,796,502 gallons
AVGAS Transferred 70L, 466 gallons
Fresh Water Transferred 131,000 gallons
Fleet Freight Transferred 85.7 short tons
b. FPerformance of Material and Weapons Systems:
{1) Engineering

FONCHATOUIA 's engineering

to the shipyard overhaul.

resuiting in both evapora

3

production was necessarily low.

existed in the fesd water

were in need of overhaul

piant was in poor condition prior
Consumption of feed water was high

tors being used for fesd water

fresh water

A saliing problem alse

system. The main sngine turbines

and turkine blading was missing or worn,




,..
)
s

All awdliary machinery and winches were in need of overhaul.
After completion of the yard overhasul, the performance of the
plant improved lmmeasureably. Bngineering wss free of CASREPTS

as of 31 December and no refueling committments were missed du

12 breakdowns .,

to enginesrd

Weapons
Six new three inch 5C twin rapid fire mounts were installed
eboard the ship during the overhaul. The fire control svatens

were aisc reworked by the shipyvard. Initdial dif

R

fficulties were
encountered in alligning the mounts properly. Severe problems

were also discovered with the Mark 56 fire contrel system and
many CASERPTS had to be submiitted during the year resulting in
considersblie down-time for the weapons system. (& list of Weapons
CASHEFTS is included as Amnex G.) Inaddition, a critical
shortage of $rained persomnel hampered efforts to bring the
system intc proper working order. {For details on persomnel

annling levels, consult dnnex B.)

=

Supply

The performence of Supply equipments during the year was
exceilent. New ovens, mixers and coppers were installed in
the galiey during the overhaul and their performance has been
more than satisfactory. The laundry received brand new equip~
ment during the overhaul, The four new presses have been out-
standing., Although the operation suifered a loss of flexi-

Lility through the loss of its two small capacity driers and
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the subsequent installation of a single larger unit, the
performance of the new rachine has been satisfactory., Ths

separate washer and extracter units were replaced by a com-
sination unit. Problems were anticipated initiaily due ito the
wmture of the punched-card control sveiem and the dependence of
the unit upon simultaneous supplies of compressed air, steam,
water and electricity for operation., These fears proved to be
unfounded during the year, however, and the unit has given

o

iitile trouble,

Uperations
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snip. All outgoing traffic at that time went out CW, and off-
line encrypiion was necessary for classified traffic. The oniy

on-line system on the ship was the JASON Fleet Broadeasi,
capable of copying one broadeasi. An experimenial communications
system was installed by the yard to rectify the situation.
Under the new system, the receivers are in one area and the
erypto gear is in snother. The only way that the two can be

connected is through the main patch panel. This enzbles the

hip to maintain & much higher level of security in secure TTY

Es

n

than is maintained in radic central., It alsc means that if
need be, the off-line room could be turned into a top secreb
space. The biggest disadvantage is the distance to be coverad

v >

if a frequency drops. In addition, it is, at times, harder to




maintain close freguency tolerances causing the gear to drop

synchronization occasionally. The CREON multi-channel fleet

broadeast system was instelled during the overhaul., The CREDH

em enhanced the shipls comunications ability and eguipped

431
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s

o

ner for the role of SZRVPAC flagship. The ORESTES sysiem was

mg

also addsd to the communications system. This system was a

great convenlence and has cubt the work of the crypto board to

almost nothing. “The ship has also speeded up delivery of
mesgages as well as faciiitabing checking into task group nets
and setling up rendezvous. The reliability of the gystem has
beenn exesilent. Other major eguipment changes consist of the
installation of three WRT-Z, two SR0-20, one WRT-1, and ans

WRC-1 as well as the installation of two Will-2, one R-1051

and one SEE-1Y recelvers.

Hator Conversions and Alterations:

(1) Bngineering

{For overhaul details, consult Annex I.)

{2) Communications

{Setails of the communications alterations are included in
paragrach 3{u}{4) sbove.)

Communications

o

The amount of traffic that the ship is now able to handle with the
present communications gear is sharply increased from that feasible
vefore overhaul. HMany of the in-between steps have been eliminated,

especially in outgoing traffic. IHore traffic can now be handled

oy

o

aster by faﬂ;m eniralu The currant oubgoing load while deployed

WA AT




el B

is avproximately 20 sages per month., Durdng the time CIG 73.5
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f» Compunity Relations and Civie Achion

Comaunity reiations and civic aciion were confiped primarily to

.

continued support of the Hemophille Foundation of Hawall through

olood denaticns and other blood domtion projects when the oppor—
tunity arose. (For bloocd donation statistics and dstails, consult

Amnex M., In addition the ship published a monthly newsletter/
amilygram during the months the ship was deployved. The puvlication
was extremely well recelved and caused the receipt of many letbers

ions due toshort in-port periods pre-

By e} - gy -1
by the command.

ciuded the initiation of more elaborate projecis,

£. Awards, Commendations and Special Congratulalory Messages

HATOULA distinguished herself in the annual NEY award competition

during 1%64 by winning the sall mess nominstion for Service Force

oy Eaa
Dam
hha

¢ Shi

o}

s. Two special congratulatory messages were also re-—

ﬁ.
ks
B

ceivea for her service as Flagship while in the Vietnam area. {For

]

copies of the messages, consult immex I.)

n. HNotable Hecords or Firsis

. Jpe

Although rONCHATOULA did not break any official records, her per-

formance in wodTPAC 1s worthy of note, During the month of October,

for example, she replenished 127 ships, a mark beaten only by ihe

USS SACHAMENTO (ADE~1}. On a continuing basis, the ship has pro-
vided solid support to ships operating in the Vietnam area, often
oifering services more regularly expeclted from AKS's and AF's. HMany

srucial repair parts and vitally needed and much appreciated pro-

vean transferrved to regussting ships.
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e lessons learned in calendar year . 1966 centered around the two major
evolutions of the ship, namely overhaul and deployment tc the United

ghates Seventh Fleet.

rne overnaul was conducted at the ¥aval Shipyerd, Pearl Harbor, Hawali.

71 became apparent early in the plaming stage thai it would be a full

signment for all PONCHATOULA personnel to assist and monitor the
overhaul. Both the work done by shipyard personnel and v boontraciors

in Honolulu requirsd constant surveillance and detailed inspection. A
large percentage of such work had to be rejected until discrepancies were
corrected. Almost all winch and a »igh percentage of valve rewo Tk was
insatisfactory and had to be redone completely by Honolulu subcontractors.
The price pald by PUNL CHLTOULA was neglect of maintenance angd other ship's
fhpee Tunctions in order to 8ssuré & thorough and effective overhaul, This
wae accompiished, and even though some important systems were not over-

nauled due to shortage of funds, PONCHATOULA came out of overhaul on time
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outstanding material condition. The degree of supervision

and close inspection reguired to ce done by PONCHATOULA persomnel was in-

After an ashreviated refresher training program, PONCHATOULA headed west

O
3

n & September to join the Seventh Fleet, No fuel had been transferred

tn another ship since January and only a handful of personnel on deck had
ever wiinessed an underway replenishment. The lessons learned started in
earnest on 28 September when PONCHATOULA, equipped with borr rroged portions

of most required operation orders, sailed for toint Yankee from Subic Bay.

efinite need for an arrival folder to be pr@vide&'newly arrived
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erimentation.

be serviced varied widely in their

characteristics and their mode of operation. Il was necessary
igh lines and Burten rigs both forward ard
in station keeping markedly fore
we found that "valve twisters" were in Exe g1

,T0ULA, requiring additional indoctrination about the

e

Wnile bringing a forced

we suflered a complete loss of load in restricted waters. Ho damage was

done, bul wWed

at Yokosi

most replenishmenis

ware no p

of operaticns which

3

ier which is in

iscovered multlple ways

ingenuity i

had an oil spill at Sasebo while leading

3

the heart of the Pearl beds.

of improving rigs and increasing

in Seventh Flest serves as an &K, AF and major fleet
required. Most of all, we were to learn
esigned. A record was set for most
lenishments during one circuiit on the line, 86, and the record Tor
during a deployment will be nroken easily. There
arge! however, the gradual reduction in the Lempo
our replenishment day on the line to 2 or 3
wr days in Qlongapo became our greatesi problem and

soult one to explain to young, active men who came Lo WOTK,

nersomel on he switchboard,





